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Program Agenda

 What is Zero Waste

 US Zero Waste Business Council (USZWBC)

 Raytheon`s Road to Zero Waste



Overview

Raytheon Company – a technology and 

innovation leader specializing in defense, 

civil government and cybersecurity 

markets throughout the world. 
– 2014 NET SALES: $23 BILLION

– 61,000 EMPLOYEES WORLDWIDE

– HEADQUARTERS: WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
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Recent Recognitions 

2006 EPA WasteWise

Honorable Mention Partner of the Year –

Large Business 

2007 EPA WasteWise

Partner of the Year – Large Business

2008 EPA WasteWise

Gold Achievement Recycling in the 

Workplace

2010 MassRecycle

Non-Recycling Business Category

2011 EPA WasteWise

Partner of Year – Very Large Business

2012 Mass Recycle

Large Business Recycling Award

2015 USWZBC 

Zero Waste Certification-Platinum & Gold
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“Zero Waste” Definition 

“Zero Waste is a goal that is both pragmatic and visionary, to guide people to 
emulate sustainable natural cycles, where all discarded materials are resources 
for others to use. 
Zero Waste means designing and managing
products and processes to reduce the
volume and toxicity of waste and
materials, conserve and recover
all resources, and not burn or bury them.
Implementing Zero Waste will eliminate                                                             
all discharges to land, water or air that 

may be a threat to planetary, human, animal or
plant health. Businesses and communities that 

achieve over 90% diversion of waste from landfills and                                 
incinerators are considered to be successful in achieving 

Zero Waste, or darn close. ”
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From: Zero Waste International Alliance

http://www.zwia.org/standards.html


USZWBC History 
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Developed First ZW Certification Program 



USZWBC Mission

 To educate, inform and document the performance of Zero 

Waste Businesses using scientific methods to help 

businesses and communities become more healthy and 

sustainable.
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Raytheon Became Founding Member in 2013



USZWBC ZW Business Associate 
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Serving Up Sustainability

Serving Up Sustainability  emphasizes 
reusability over disposability and ensures 
that china plates, silverware, and 
reusable cups receive first priority in 
usage over paper or eco-friendly 
materials used in
the dining centers. 

Future dining center goals of
Serving Up Sustainability will be 
focusing on increasing environmentally 
preferable purchasing, expanding source 
reduction efforts, and exploring effective 
waste disposal methods, including 
composting.
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Eliminated Polystyrene (StyrofoamTM) in Dining Centers 



ZOWe Introduced in 2012

 Implemented a new “Zero Office Waste” program 
called ZOWe at IDS New England sites

 Transitioned desk side “trash” containers in 
offices to compost containers

 Office waste primarily categorized as: compost 
and recycle  

No More “Trash”! 
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Material Streams & Labels 

 Two Primary Streams & Labels – Recycle and Compost
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Standardized Collection Containers

 Desk-side
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Standardized Collection Areas

 Conference Rooms

 Common Areas
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Standardized Collection Areas

– Dining Centers

– Rest Rooms

14



Compostable & Non-Compostable

Liners 

 One type of compostable liner in use

 All other liners are non-compostable 
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Collection 

 Dedicated compactors with tippers 
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Changes to Food Service
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Plasma Communication
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Plasma Communication
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Plasma Communication
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Compost Location  

 Compost processed at WeCare Environmental in 

Marlborough MA
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Key Takeaways 

 Work with Service Provider for 

Resource Management Services

– Identify all processes & costs (processing, 

transportation & rental)

– Determine proper external storage container 

& pickup frequency 

 Compost Facility

– Identify acceptable requirements 

– Identify contamination process 

 Pre-consumer/Post-consumer 

collection

– Determine where compostable materials will 

be collected in building

 Containers

– Determine types of internal collection 

containers and locations 

 Liners

– Determine if compostable, non-compostable or 

no liners will be used 

 Labels

– Determine type of labels to be used 

– Ensure clarity and readability  

 Training & Communication

– Use service provider to conduct training

– Ensure employees know & understand 

program 
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We are still climbing!

Fairview Dome, Tuolumne Meadows, CA - 2010

Kalymnos, Greece  - 2011

Red River Gorge, KY  - 2011

Arkansas - 2012

Gunks, NY - 2013

Bugaboos, BC - 2007

Sardinia, Italy - 2008


